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£MTERH  EUROPE.  CZECHOSLOVAKIA.  ArchMehop  Berirn  Final and  Exited  from 
Praha,  According  to  an  official  Praha  .radio  announcement  on  10  March, 
Archbishop  Joseph  Beran,  Roman  Catholic  Primate  of  Czechoslovakia,  has 
been  banished  from  the  city,’ fined  an  undisclosed  amount  by  the  appro- 
priate administrative  organs,  and  placed  "under  confinement"  in  the  country 
for  having  displayed  a "negative  attitude  toward  the  church  lavs,"  The 
broadcast  concluded  with  the  announcement  ■ that  Canon  Antonin  Stehlik  has 
been  elected  by  the  Metropolitan  Capitular  of  St,  Vitus  to  be  Capitular 
Vicar  of  the  Archdiocese ’of.  Praha,  (U  BTT,  U Mar  5l),  COMMENT:  The  Cano- 
nist regime  Is  now  one  step  closer  to  Its  goal  of  complete  control  over 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  its  hierarchy  In  Czechoslovakia*  Since  the 
action  taken  by  the  State  against  Beran  is  in  effect  the  carrying  out  of 
a sentence,  it  is  likely  that  he  has  already  been  tried  in  camera  and  that 
no  public  trial  similar  to  that  of  Cardinal  Mendszenty  of  Hungary  is  oox^> 
templated  in  the  near  future  by  the  Czechoslovak  regime*.  Stehllk  has  been 
described  as  a patriotic  priest  having  a positive  attitude  toward  the 
State,  Although  Stehllk  might  be  Installed  as  the  Archbishop  of  Praha, 

Beran  will  remain  Primate  of  Czechoslovakia  in  the  minds  of  Czechoslovakia's 
approximately  9, OCX), 000  Roman  Catholios. 

Another  Diplomat  Defects*  According  to  a "completely  reliable*  report 
reaching  the  US  Legation  in  Switzerland,  Jiri  Brotan,  First  Secretary  of 
the  Czechoslovak  Legation  in  Berne  and  former  private  secretary  to  dementis, 
defected  28  February,  Brotan  allegedly  told  an  Iranian  counselor  official 
that  his  Czechoslovak  colleagues  had  demanded  his  return  to  Praha 
threatened  him  if  he  refused.  The  Swiss  Government,  however,  has  granted 
him  the  right  of  political  asylum,  (C  Berne  1284,  6 Mar  51)# 

HBftUflY.  laung.  Recently  Trained  Communists  Encroaching  on  Territory  of 
Old-Line  Comcmni  at  a * The  composition  of  the  Central.  Committee  and  Polit- 
buro elected  at'  the  Second  Congress  of  the  Hungarian  Workers  Party  (Camnro* 
nist)  reveals  that  young  post-1948  graduates  of  the  Party  schools  are 
acquiring  a growing  influence.  Half  of  the  new  members  of  the  Central 
Conmiittee  are  young  activists,  (S  Budapest  2462,  10  Mar  5l).  COMMENT: 

This  is  the  first  large  scale  incidence  of  a trend  which  has  been  develop 
lng  since  the  Communists  seized  oontrol  of  the  Hungarian  Government  in 
1947,  The  supplanting  of  pre-war  Communists  who  had  been  associated  with 
the  Comintern,  who  had  spent  time  in  Western  Europe  or  who  had  other 
causes  for  nationalist  or  Internationalist  feelings,  by  ardent,  young 
Communists  who  owe  their  present  position  to  the  Soviet  Union  is  one 
of  the  methods  the  USSR  uses  to  secure  its  control  of  the  Satellites, 
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[rKEY.  Turk! ah  Cabinet  Promptly  Reformed.  A new  Turkish  Cabinet  was 
approved  on  9 March,  follow4 ng  the  resignation  of  the  old  one  on  8 Kerch. 
Menderes  returned  as  Prime  Minister.  All  the  former  Cabinet  members  were 
retained  except  for  Minister  of  State  Karoosmanoglu,  Minister  of  Economy 
and  Commerce  Velibese,  and  Minister  of  Agriculture  Iyrijoz.  (R  Ankara  537, 
8 Mar  51).  COMMENT  1 This  reshuffle,  carried  out  without  confusion,  did 
not  prejudice  Turkeys  stand  on  basic  national  and  international  issues 
(OCI  Daily  Summary,  9 Mar  51)*  Cabinet  friction  waa  largely  responsible 
for  the  shift.  Menderes  has  been  criticized  for  beading  both  the  govern* 
ment  and  the  Democratic  Party,  and  it  is  expected  that  Karaosmanoglu,  now 
relieved  of  his  Cabinet  Post,  will  take  over  as  head  of  the  Party, 


Bn  STRIA,  Cabinet  Crisis.  The  Iraqi  radio,  which  earlier  reported  the  fall 
of  the  Qudsl  Government,  states  that  the  Syrian  Cabinet  crisis  is  still 
acute.  Qudsi  is  reportedly  tired  of  the  heavy  burdens  of  the  premiership 
and  ia  determined  to  resign  despite  President  Atassl’s  alleged  efforts 
urging  him  to  withdraw  his  resignation*  US  Legation  Damascus  suggests 
that  the  crisis  resulted  from  a stormy  cabinet  reaction  to  Army  inter* 
forence  in  the  Government’s  business  and  stresses  the  following  major 
points  of  conflict!  1)  The  Army  opposes  a draft  bill  which  would ■ transfer 
full  control  of  the  gendarmerie  from  the  Ministry  of  Defense  to  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior,  thus  abolishing  the  dual  control  which  has 
existed  heretofore^  2)  Fearing  that  Syria  might  alienate  France,  which  is 
Syria’s  only  souroe  of  arms,  the  Army  has  objected  to  Government  support 
of  the  Arab  League  resolutions  condemning  French  actions  in  Morocoo)  and 
3)  Senior  Army  officers  are  dissatisfied  with  Qudsi**  equivocal  policy 
via-a-via  the  East-West  conflict  and  favor  closer  alignment  with  the 
West.  (R  FBID  Ticker,  11  Mar  51)  C Damascua  444,  10  Mar  51)  U NTT 
Damascus,  10  Mar  51).  COMMENT!  Though  based  on  Incomplete  reports,  the 
Legation’s  conjecture  that  the  Army  ia  ultimately  responsible  for  the 
cabinet  oriala  ia  highly  plausible*  Lt*  Col*  Adlb  Shishakli,  the  Deputy 
Chief  of  Staff,  and  Akram  Hawranl,  leader  of  the  Arab  Socialist  Party, 
have  been  actively  working  to  bring  about  the  downfall  of  Qudsl’ s 
Populist  Government.  (See  OCI  Daily  19  Feb  51)  9 end  10  Mar  51).  An 
unconfirmed  report  from  radio  Baghad  states  that  President  Ataesl  has 
asked  former  Premier  Khalid  al-Azm  to  try  to  form  ^ new  cabinet. 

Though  al-Azm,  who  maintains  close  relations  with  Ataaal,  would  be  a 
logical  fir at  choice,  there  la  doubt  that  he  would  willingly  serve  Army 
interests  to  the  extent  desired  by  Shishakli* 


IMff*  Shah  Appoints  Hussein  Ala  New  Premier*  Press  reports  from  Tehran 
state  that  the  Shah  has  appointed  Hussein  Ala,  former  Iranian  Ambassador 
to  the  US  and  now  Minister  of  Court,  Iran’s  new  Premier.  Although  ho  st 
first  refused  the  post,  Ala  is  now  reported  to  have  accepted  the  position. 

His  appointment  has  boon  confirmed  unanimously  by  the  Senate.  (U  NTT,  11  Mar  51). 


>OMHERT>  Veteran  diplomat  Buasein  Alt  gained  national  acclaim  in  1946 
when  aa  Foreign  Minister,  he  championed  Iran  against  the  Soviet  Union 
before  the  UK  Security  Council  during  the  struggle  over  the  fate  of 
Iran1 a Azerbaijan  Frovinoe*  Ala  is  not  in  good  health*  He  may  also 
not  be  strong  enough  to  overcome  political  exploitation  by  the  Vational 
Front  and  other  affiliated  groups  of  the  crucial  issue  of  oil  nationali- 
sation. He  la  known  to  be  loyal  to  the  royal  family,  however,  has  a 
long  record  of  opposition  to  Soviet  aggression  and,  through  his  long 
tenure  as  Ambassador  to  the  US,  has  an  unusual  understanding  of  US  - 
policy  and  procedures.  He  will  probably* support  a program  of  govern- 
mental and  economic  reform  and  the  acceptance  of  US  aid  in  order  to  carry 
out  current  plans  for  ths  country’s  economic  development.  He  will 
undoubtedly  attempt  to  persuade  the  Aaglo-Xranlan  Oil  Company  to  alter  , 
its  terms  in  favor  of  Iran.  His  success  in  effecting  reforms,  end 
indeed  in  staying  in  office,  unquestionably  will  depend  almost  wholly 
on  his  handling  of  the  arploajwft  n;H  Imauel — ! 


gftlUMl' Analysis  of  Viet  Hlnh  propaganda  attaoka.  US  Embassy,  Bangkok 
advance j four  possible  alternative  explanations  for  the  Yiet  llinh’s 
use  of  ex-Fremier  Pridi *s  name  in  its  recant  intensified  propaganda 
campaign  against  the  Phi bun  regime  in  Thailand t (A)  Pridi  is  actually 
cooperating  with  the  Communists,  (B)  ths  Communists  are  seeking  to  capture 
the  imagination  of  Pridi* s follower^  (C)  the  Communists  are  attempting 
to  forestall  a Pridi -Phibun  rapprochement  and  (D)  the  Communists  wish  to 
orevent  Pridi* • return  to  power  without  their  support.  The  Embassy  also 
suggests  that  Viet  Mich  accusations  of  aggressive  Thai  moves  on  the  Laos 
border  may  indicate  an  effort  to  justify  a Communist  seizure  of  Laos,  with 
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^ subsequent  Intention  of  invading  Thailand.  (C  Bangkok  1379,  10  *ar  51). 
C01MEHT.  qViot  llinh  anti-Phibun  propaganda  cloaely  °[  ^h„a 

OWnoaa  Communis ta,  in  which  the  main  lina  characterise*  Phlbun  aa  a US 
a tooe*  converting  Thailand  into  a military  b„sa  for  "lnparialiat*  attack, 
on  Vietnam  and  China.  Tha  chief  objective  of  thia  propaganda 
ipp,lra“o  ba  tha  laying  of  tha  groundwork  for  incra.alng  Combat  P»»»ur. 
on  Thailand  which  night  possibly  include  the  us.e  of  both  internal  or 
oxtaraal*forc*.^°Creatlon^of  at  laa.t  tha  illu.ion  of  Thai 
in  auch  a pressure  program  especially  one  including  violence  is  hig  y 
desirable  and  the  use  of  Pridi*?  name  willy-nilly  is  sn  effective  meane 

to  this  end. 

MALAYA > Peicing  ■investigation*  party  plans  vigil.  ^ 

Chaimanof  the  Peiping  Government* ■ "Chinese  F«opl«  ® ?all*f 

for  Overseas  Chinese  Refugees  in  Malays, • has  cabled  Prime  : «rtv 

»ve»  STA 

Secretary  STS-wETS*  ^.^unt^.. 

should  not  be  honored  with  any  special  attention  and  ^ » [*Z  nt  g 

persecuted,  the  Chinese  in  Malaya  are  being  protected  by  the  Government 
from  the  violence  of  the  Malayan  Communists.  ^hough  th*J^itish 
probably  will  refuse  vises,  suoh  action  in  itself  will  provid 
fuel  for  Peiping* s propaganda. 
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/fORKA.  Antl-communlst  guerrilla  operations  in  North.  A "qualified" 

source  in  Tokyo  predictes  that  anti-communist  guerrilla  activities  in 
Horth  Korea  will  reach  significant  proportions  before  June.  The  source 
supported  his  thesis  by  adding  that  Communist  practices  of  confiscating 
grain  for  military  use  in  food- short  Horth  Korea  will  actively  alienate 
many  peasants*  (R  FBIS,  10  Uar  51) • COMMENTS  there  is  already  evidence 
of  an  Internal  security  problem  in  North  Korea , particularly  in  the 
western  province  of  Hwanghae.  Ho  reports  have  been  received  of  peasant 
uprisings,  but  such  activity  can  be  viewed  as  "probable". 

"C"  glBoaeo  problem  in  north.  US  8th  Army  medical  and  intelligence 

; officers  denied  that  a typhus  epidemic  was  raging  in  Horth  Korea.'  The 

! existence  of  bubonic  plague  was  similarly  characterised  as  a rumor. 

} (R  FBIS,  9 Mar  51).  COMMENT i Although  a fairly  high  incidence  of 

disease  is  known  to  exist  among  Coamunist  troops  in  northeast  Korea, 

, there  is  no  evidence  that  the  disease  has  reached  epidemic  proportions. 

■■  "C"  JAPAN.  Fishing  craft  seized  In  East  China  Sea.  The  seizure  of  two  mors 

Japanese  fishing  boats  In  the  Fast  China  Ssa  ras  reported  on  10  MPrch 
on  the  basis  of  s radio  message  from  one  of  the  boat 3.  The  message  stated 
that  the  vessel  was  "being  chased"  in  an  area  150  miles  southwest  of  tbs 
Ome  Islands,  and  that  its  sister  ship  had  already  been  captured.  One 
Japanese  boat  wps  seised  end  another  fired  upon  in  the  same  area  on  8 March. 
(R  JBIS,  10  March  51).  COMMENT*  If  locations  are  accurate,  these  boats 
were  operating  midway  between  Kyushu  and  the  China  mainland,  in  waters 
well  within  the  "MacArthur  line." 
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De  Gasperi  Cabinet  In  order  v,  »cer  ■ 

Hit  (FSU)  opposition  party,  which  \-±x 
insisted  that  no  merger  could  be  contemplated  wile  as  the  FSLI  quit 
the  Government,  The  agreement  was  said  to  have  been  concluded  between 
Right-Wing  Socialist  leader  Saragat,  and  Romita,  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  Unitary  Socialists*  The  FSU  reportedly  agreed,  for  its  part, 
that  the  new  unified  party  would  support  the  Atlantic  Pact,  previously 
.under  critioisa  by  the  PBU*  A member  of  the  FSLI  has  told  US  repre- 
sentatives that  Romita *s  unification  project,  opposed  by  a minority 
group  in  the  FSU,  might  well  lead  to  a split  in  the  party*  '■  The 
question  of  collaboration  will  undoubtedly  be  debated  at  the  FSU 
national  convention,  scheduled  for  21  March-3  April,  (C  Rome  3963, 

10  Mar  *Slj  U New  York  Time*,  12  Mar  $1),  COMMENT t Such  a move  by 
the  PSLI  would  displease  Se  Gasperi,  who  is ' anxious  to  maintain  the 
fiction  of  a broadly-based  cabinet  by  retaining  the  three  FSU  repre- 
sentatives, Both  the  right  and  left  wings  of  the  Christian  Democratic 
Party,  howver,  have  long  urged  that  the  Christian  Democrats,  who  now 
dominate  the  Cabinet,  make  it  a single-party  group*  A merger  of  the 
F5LX  with  the  PSU  might  militate  against' the  formation  of  a strong 
worker 1 s movement  such  as  is  contemplated  by  FSU  leader  Silone  and 
PCI  defectors  Magnanl  and  Cue  chi'  to  compete  with  the  Italian  Com- 
munist Party,  Many  antl-Stalinist  Communists  would  suspect  the  true 
Marxism  of  the  FSLI,  which  has  been  ineffectual  in  supporting  the 
workers*  aims  during  its  participation  in  the  Cabinet* 
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fields  of  physics:  nuclear  maenetiqin  ’ ° ^esearcl1  in  the  three  main 
microscope  work,  (r,  fbA  q ^i^fmenergy»  *nd  electronic 

no  Indications  that  the  Swiss  intend  There  are  thus  far 

propam,  but  will  proW^y^SL^  atomic  weapon 

“nt  of  nuclear  energy  fo?  w?  efforta  to  the  develop- 

ti-e  the  Swiss  havf^efcon^d  tte+t?Ki"dU3trial  »■••.  For  age 
of  nuclear  research  to  induetruA^VA^104*10"  of  the  resets 
them  far  behind  industrially..  The^Si-A  ther  countries  will  leave 
Spain  and  Portugal  withinthe  last  reP°rtad  to  have  approach 

ia  a possibility  that  the  Belgians  iAhA  ufaAl“»  allies.  There 
»ne_of  thLconditions  of  the  rec^Swi^w^^^  Uranl'“ 
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Iping  the  15  January  parliaSnt^ Xfeat^  fTOf?"ent'"fo1- 

Govepaent,  necessitates  the  hol^  of  new  fl^?!  °*ity1.Nationalis1 
April,  (u,  Valet ta  Desp  68.  13  Feb  A ?n.™?™ion3'  probably  in 
economic  difficulties  of  thisinSLii  COMMENT;  The  chronic 
whose  main  source  of  income ecros  S^hf^"e?V'erDing  Dritish  colon) 
responsible  for  a continuing  ^utic^  Navy  dockyards,  are 

w*  *»  z rsys  zsrsb*. 


r 


